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in vain over the passing of the Reform Bill; the
House of Lords undid the work in a few days. Yet
the majority against the measure was not after all
so great as might have been expected, and some of
the Peers who had voted in the majority must have
felt themselves wondering as they went home that
morning, whether they had not hastened, rather than
retarded, the movement of Reform.

The news of the adverse division in the House of
Lords created a passionate sensation all over the
country. Great meetings were held in every city
and town ; in many places the shops were closed
and mourning bells were pealed from some of the
churches. One of the most popular ideas of the day
was the suggested expedient that a run should be
made upon the Bank of England for gold, with the
view of obstructing the whole movement of com-
merce, in the hope that thereby the Lords might be
brought to their senses ; and a run for gold was
actually made, which at one time created much
alarm. In the streets from Charing Cross to the
Houses of Parliament vast crowds assembled every
evening, cheering the leaders of the Reform move-
ment, and hissing and cursing the Peers or Commoners
who had opposed the Bill. Clamorous proposals
for the abolition of the House of Lords became
popular on every Radical platform all over the
country ; serious riots took place at Derby, at Not-
tingham, and at Bristol; the castles and country
houses of Tory noblemen and squires were attacked,
seriously damaged, and in some instances set on fire.
One instance of this form of riot is worth a special